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All the papers are interesting and suggestive. Mr. Thayer's alone 
is rather shabbily dressed so far as literary form is concerned and not 
exactly punctilious in its impartiality; the author of Germany versus 
Civilization, in characterizing Prussian diplomatists, even the aristo- 
cratic Manteuffel, must needs lay aside his sense of humor and his 
mellow historical-mindedness in favor of a somewhat unseemly vin- 
dictiveness. Brennus could hardly be a prototype of modern Prussian 
diplomacy, as Mr. Thayer maintains, for Brennus was a Celt ! 

Mr. Coolidge's article on "Claimants to Constantinople" is a clear, 
well-balanced, and fair-minded, though appropriately brief, account of 
the most difficult question in the international relations of modern times. 
It deals mainly with the political aspects of the problem, and only inci- 
dentally with the economic. Mr. Coolidge brings out best "the clash 
between the interests and we may say the legitimate ambitions of Rus- 
sia and Germany". So baffling to us does he make the clash that he 
can have a good laugh at us by suggesting "that the Russians shall 
have Constantinople and the Straits, and the German railway shall go 
under them somewhere by a tunnel ". But what will be the effect of the 
revolution at Petrograd upon Russian claims to Constantinople? 

Carlton J. H. Hayes. 

Herbert Spencer. By Hugh Elliot. [Makers of the Nineteenth 
Century, edited by Basil Williams.] (New York: Henry Holt 
and Company. 1917. Pp. vi, 330. $2.00.) 

The editor of the series in which this volume belongs is safe in his 
observation that (p. v), "Whatever may be thought to-day of the value 
of Spencer's writings, no one who wishes to understand the thought of 
the nineteenth century can neglect him." There will be more dissent 
from the editor's further opinion (p. vi), "As far as one can see, 
whether as a philosopher or as a man of science, Spencer is not likely 
to live for future generations." 

Not all the men and women who, in the seventies of the nineteenth 
century, were beginning to take philosophical problems seriously, and 
who were fascinated by Spencer, have thought beyond their preceptor. 
A faithful few remain whom Mr. Williams's objectivity will affect as 
impiety. What will these few say to the brutal frankness of the biog- 
rapher himself? He tells us that he accomplished his first reading of 
the Synthetic Philosophy while he was in active service on the South 
African veldt. His appraisal of that work at the time may be inferred 
from the further detail: "Not infrequently I had little other baggage 
than a toothbrush and a volume of The Principles of Psychology" (p. 5). 
Fifteen years later, after a second reading of Mr. Spencer's works, to- 
gether with a collateral study and consultations with many of the 
author's most intimate friends, Mr. Elliot had reached the conclusions 
which his book elaborates : 
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His life was par excellence in his writings; and a true biography of 
Spencer must consist chiefly of an account of his works. He was one 
of those authors of whom it may be most truly said that his works were 
much greater than himself; and all the best of him will be found in his 
philosophy. His personality, outside his works, was meagre and petty. 

We must certainly discard the whole dogmatism and formulary of 
Spencer's social philosophy: we cannot force the conclusions of sociol- 
ogy into a few narrow and rigid laws, as Spencer endeavoured to do 
(pp. 8-9). 

Whether one is of the minority or of the majority in estimating the 
present worth of Spencer's writings, one can scarcely imagine students, 
for a long time to come, with sufficient detachment from the more urgent 
problems of the day to dedicate themselves, as men did while the publi- 
cation was in process, to eager line-upon-line study of everything which 
Spencer wrote. With the utmost respect for Spencer's services as a 
path-breaker for positivism, all but the few for whom we have made 
allowance realize that his chief significance at present is as a factor in 
the evolution of thought, not as an authority for present thinking. In 
other words, even those of us who have profited most by following 
Spencer through his solution of his problems, must be painfully aware 
that for men now in their formative years Spencer is largely archaeol- 
ogy. That being the case, a sympathetic introduction, with indication 
of the main positions in the system, and with a plot of the traps that 
guard those positions, is the most serviceable addition that could be 
made to Spencerian literature. Mr. Elliot has admirably satisfied these 
requirements. 

For example, after a succinct statement of the general character of 
Spencer's philosophy the biographer is equally lucid in showing that it 
was wholly "worked out by the deductive method . . . the outstanding 
fact remains that the two great doctrines of his Sociology and Ethics 
are just the two doctrines which he imbibed with the greatest avidity 
in his early years as a political agitator" (pp. 84-85). Equally wise 
is the indication of prematurity in Spencer's insistent division of socie- 
ties into "militant" and "industrial" (p. 95 ff., cf. p. 162). Again, the 
author is at his best when elaborating such propositions as : " Spencer's 
sociology was unfortunately under the immediate and powerful bias of 
his Ethics. . . . But Spencer had no historical sense" (p. 101) ; "We can- 
not admit that the dogmas of the fifties are the last word in the science 
of sociology or in the art of ethics. . . . Liberty should not be a dogma, 
but should constitute the atmosphere of social and political thought." 

Mr. Elliot successfully locates the fatal flaw in the Spencerian method 
of explaining social evolution. He indicates it by varying the propo- 
sition : " Spencer's perennial search for a logical origin blinds him to the 
truth that the origin is psychological" (p. 168). He applies the same 
test to the Spencerian ethics: "Man is primarily a being of emotions 
and feelings; and in that region we must seek explanations of his 
behaviour" (p. 185). 
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In the chapter Metaphysics and Religion the biographer neatly hits 
off the humor of Spencer's attempt in First Principles, to deal with 
problems so far beyond his competence that he chiefly makes the impres- 
sion of having imperfectly learned what Sir William Hamilton had so 
convincingly taught. " If ' the Unknowable ' is really unknowable, there 
is surely nothing more to be said about it ; and the ascription of various 
attributes to the Unknowable is in reality a sufficient condemnation of 
the whole doctrine" (p. 217). 

After all the drawbacks are charged off, it still remains true that 
men who are able to be more critical than credulous may add cubits to 
their mental stature by studying the Synthetic Philosophy. If one is 
wavering about the value of such study, Mr. Elliot's book would almost 
surely remove the doubts, and it might most profitably be used as the 
brief for the respondent. 

Albion W. Small. 

Portraits of the Seventies. By the Right Hon. George W. E. 

Russell. (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons. 1916. Pp. 

485- $3-75-) 

Obviously from what Mr. Russell tells us in a frankly written 
preface to Portraits of the Seventies, publishers in London regard his 
intimate knowledge of English politics of the last forty years and of 
English society of the same period as a valuable asset. There are read- 
ers of his books and of his contributions to the periodical press, espe- 
cially readers who recall his contributions to the Manchester Guardian, 
who also appraise quite highly his peculiar and intimate knowledge of 
English politics, and his ability to write on English politics, which comes 
partly from the fullness of his knowledge. There is no man in England 
to-day — no man who has made any position for himself as a writer — 
who is better acquainted than Mr. Russell with the history of the Whig 
party from the Reform Act of 1832 to the eclipse of Whiggism that 
resulted from the extension of the parliamentary franchise in 1884-1885, 
and the epoch-making division in the Liberal party over Gladstone's bill 
for Home Rule for Ireland of 1886. Mr. Russell was born into the 
Whig cult. He was on terms of intimacy with most of the prominent 
men of the Whig party from 1867 to 1886, and while all through his 
political career he has been a convinced believer in democracy, he is 
steeped in the history and traditions of Whiggism. It seems never to 
have occurred to any London publisher to attempt to draw on this par- 
ticular vein of Mr. Russell's store of political information. It may be 
that there is to-day little popular interest in the achievements of the 
Whig party; for since 1886 a new generation has come on to the elec- 
toral rolls in England to which Whiggism is not even a name or a tra- 
dition. 

Mr. Fisher Unwin's request to Mr. Russell — as he tells us in his un- 
conventional preface — was for a book about people eminent in the 



